Rare barking deer photographed in Vietna _
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Camera trap survey has photographed the critically endangered giant barking deer in Lang Biang Biosphere-
Reserve in south-central Vietnam.

This is only the third site in Vietnam where the giant (or large-antlered) muntjak has been
photographed in the last decade, conservationists say.

The giant muntjac is the largest species of muntjac, or barking deer.

It lives a cryptic life in the remote rainforests of the Annamite Mountain range in Southeast Asia.
Overhunting and habitat loss has wiped out the muntjac from across most of its previous range.
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the giant muntjak (Muntiacus vuquangensis) in Lang Biang Biosphere Reserve in south-central Vietnam. This is only the I;:::sy' tf(I)nf:;est protection, peer-review

third site in Vietham where this muntjak, or barking deer, has been photographed in the last decade, conservationists say.
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“There have been tens of thousands of ‘camera-trap days’ of effort in the Vietnamese Annamites, and we've only seen a -
few photos of the large-antlered muntjac in the last 15 years,” R. J. Timmins, Saola Working Group (SWG) member who
was involved in the surveys, said in a statement. “It's really exciting to get photos of this very rare species with only 14
cameras and little over a month of effort. It suggests the site maybe the best chance for conserving the species in SUPPORT US

Vietnam.”

Female large-antlered muntjac camera-trapped in the Lang Biang Biosphere Reserve. Photo courtesy of the Southern Institute of Ecology and

the Saola Working Group.

The giant muntjac, as its name suggests, is the largest species of barking deer. It lives a cryptic life in the remote ,
rainforests of the Annamite Mountain range in Southeast Asia, a chain of mountains running along the border of the Mongabay depends on support from reader:
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Vietnam and Lao PDR. The Annamite mountains are home to some of the world’s most recent mammal discoveries,

including the giant muntjac that was first recorded there in 1994. The Saola and Annamite Striped Rabbit are some of the
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other recent discoveries from the region.

Unfortunately, overhunting and habitat loss has wiped out the muntjac from across most of its previous range. While there
is insufficient data to estimate current accurate population numbers of the barking deer, the species probably lives in small RECENT POSTS
populations at very low densities, according to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Last year, the

Hunting is driving declines in bird and

IUCN up-listed the species from endangered to critically endangered. mammal populations across the tropics

The camera traps have also captured other threatened species, including Owston'’s civet, Germain’s peacock pheasant, The Tana River, Kenya’s lifeblood, strains

crested argus and hog badger. under development and drought
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“This preliminary survey demonstrates that Lang Biang Biosphere Reserve could be a key site not just for the survival of with dodgy audits in Papua

the large-antlered muntjac but also for other rare species that have disappeared from other parts of Vietham,” Andrew

Tilker, doctoral student at the Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research, and Global Wildlife Conservation associate Rainforest conservation may be aimed at t
conservation scientist, said in the statement. “These photos have captured more than just one individual large-antlered wrong places, study finds
muntjac — they have captured hope for the future for this species and many others.” Connectivity and coexistence key to orang

survival on croplands
The survey was conducted by Vietnam-based Southern Institute of Ecology (SIE) in collaboration with the Saola Working

Group, Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research and Global Wildlife Conservation.
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Large-antlered muntjak have been hunted to near extinction. Photo courtesy of the Southern Institute of Ecology and the Saola

Working Group.
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