Rare bird paradise protected in war-torn Colombian mountain r...
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Rare bird paradise protected in war-torn
Colombian mountain range (photos)
Aol suy ute [ Jeremy Hance, Mongabay Correspondent

A coalition of conservation groups have established a new protected area in one of Latin

America's most neglected ecosystems: the Colombian-side of the Serrania de Perijd mountain

range. Following decades of bloody conflict and rampant deforestation, experts say only five
percent of rainforest is left on the Colombian side of this embattled mountain range.
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The Perija brush-finch has only recently been considered a species in its own right. Photo by: Trevor Ellery.

A coalition of conservation groups have established a new protected area in one of Latin America’s most neglected

ecosystems: the Colombian-side of the Serrania de Perija mountain range. Following decades of bloody conflict and

rampant deforestation, experts say only five percent of rainforest is left on the Colombian side of this embattled mo

untain range, which is home to a large number of birds found no-where else.

“Without this reserve, the chances are high that within a few years nothing would be left of the spectacular forests that

once covered Colombia’s Serrania de Perija,” said Paul Salaman, the CEO ofRainforest Trust, which helped create the new

park, known as the Chamicero de Perijd Nature Reserve. The Rainforest Trust partnered

with ProAves, which has worked in the region for over a decade, and Global Wildlife Conservation (GWC).

Although covering only 750 hectares, the new cloud forest reserve is a bird paradise, containing numerous threatened and

endemic species. Scientists have documented the Perijd thistletail (Asthenes perijana) and the Perija metaltail (Metallura
iracunda) in the park, both of which are considered Endangered by the IUCN Red List. The reserve is also home to the

Perija brush-finch (Arremon perijanus), which was only declared a distinct species in its own right in 2010 and hasn't yet

been evaluated by the IUCN.

Even more shocking, scientists believe they have discovered four new bird species in the area and believe two current

subspecies should be raised to species level.
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In addition to protecting a number of vanishing species, the conservationists say the forest—which is one of the most
intact in the region—also provides two watersheds for the city of Valledupar and other nearby towns.

“This reserve is a win for everyone. Not only is it going to be a permanent lifeline for the region’s many endemic species
that have nowhere else to go, but it is also a major victory for nearby cities and towns that will benefit for years from the
water it provides,” said Salaman.

The region has been plagued by violence due to the decades-long conflict between the Colombian government and various
militia groups, including drug smuggling. However, in recent years, forest has been cleared at a rapid clip for pasture,

farms, and blackberry cultivation for jams.

The Serrania de Perija mountain range is shared between Colombia and Venezuela. The Venezuelan side of the range is
covered by two large protected areas including the San Rafeal de Guasare Reserve and the Perija National Park. But the
Colombian side is almost entirely unprotected: two small indigenous reserves are in the southern part of the range, but the

new park, the Chamicero de Perija Nature Reserve, is the first in the northern portion.

The Perija il is idered E d. Photo by: Trevor Ellery.

The lachrymose mountain tanager is also found in the reserve. This wide-ranging species is considered Least

Concern. Photo by: Rainforest Trust.






